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TASK WHY DO IT HOW TO DO IT TIME MATERIAL
COST PRO COSTS

FOUNDATION:
Remove show from
the foundation of your
home

The key to preventing expensive foundation damage is to keep
water away from your house. Since snow will eventually thaw and
turn to water, you can prevent potential flooding and water damage
by shovelling the snow away from your foundation. If keeping a
"snow-free" moat around your house is a bit too much, consider
shovelling snow away from areas more prone to water damage,
such as basement windows and concrete steps.

Grab a shovel and start digging. Remember you’re doing physical work, so
pay attention to over-exertion and make sure you hydrate. 1 hour to 4 hours $0 $400/season and up

FOUNDATION:
Remove ice dams on
low-pitched roofs or
from gutters

If you decide to ignore ice dams on your roof or gutters come the
spring you may find damage to roof shingles and water penetration
into your foundation.

For ice-dams on your roof and gutters, use a shovel to clear off
accumulated snow and to chip away at already formed ice.

30 minutes to 2
hours $0 $400/season and up

FOUNDATION: Make
sure outside vents (on
your roof and external
walls) are not blocked
by ice or snow

Blocking vents with ice can also cause damage to your roof, but the
real danger is that it won't allow your house to properly and
effectively heat and cool. This will put pressure on your heating
system and could lead to moisture problems (which can lead to
mould or rot) in the home's wooden structure.

Use a shovel or brush to clear off accumulated snow and to chip away at
already formed ice.

30 minutes to 2
hours $0 $200/season and up

HVAC: Replace
furnace filters

To keep your furnace running efficiently, you need to change the
filters every three months. These filters collect air-borne debris and
allergens. Keeping a dirty filter means your furnace has to work
twice as hard to push out heat.

Slide your old filter out (and put it in the garbage. Slide the new filter in.
When in doubt, check your furnace’s manual (either hard copy or online). If
your filter is not disposable you will need to hand wash the filter to get rid of
all dirt and debris. Remember, use a non-toxic cleaner and tap
water—nothing else.

5 minutes $20 to $160 n/a

EXTERNAL: Winterize
yard equipment

To prolong the longevity of patio furniture and yard tools, you'll
want to winterize and store the items. If not, you may end up
replacing these items quicker then anticipated. Given that a good
patio set can set you back $500 or more and a decent gas lawn
mower can cost $300 or more, it's good practice to winterize your
outdoor gear.

Patio furniture: Wipe down the furniture. If possible, stack and store the
furniture out of the elements (in either a shed or inside your garage or
home). If you don't have space consider stacking and covering the furniture
premade covers or a tarp. The point is to eliminate exposure to the
elements. For garden tools, make sure you find a place where you can
store the tools out of the elements, but before you store and cover the
machines, make sure you drain the oil. Oil in unused tools gets sludgey
and makes the engine work harder (and makes the tool more inefficient).
To prolong the life, drain the oil (there's always an oil cap) just make sure
you store the waste in a leak-proof container that can be taken to your local
hazardous waste facility. 1 hour to 6 hours $0 to $200 $75/machine and up
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